


[Notes to editors] 

1. About perampanel (product name: Fycompa) 

Perampanel is a first-in-class anti-epileptic agent (AED) discovered and developed by Eisai. With epileptic 

seizures being mediated by the neurotransmitter glutamate, the agent is a highly selective, noncompetitive 

AMPA receptor antagonist that reduces neuronal hyperexcitation associated with seizures by targeting 

glutamate activity at AMPA receptors on postsynaptic membranes. Perampanel is currently approved in more 

than 75 countries and territories, including Japan, China, and other countries in Europe and in Asia as an 

adjunctive treatment for partial-onset seizures (with or without secondarily generalized seizures) in patients with 

epilepsy 12 years of age and older. In addition, perampanel has been approved in more than 70 countries, 

including Japan, in Europe and in Asia for treatment as an adjunctive therapy for primary generalized tonic-

clonic seizures in patients with epilepsy 12 years of age and older. In Japan and China, perampanel is approved 

for monotherapy and adjunctive use in the treatment of partial-onset seizures (with or without secondarily 

generalized seizures) in patients with epilepsy 4 years of age and older. In Europe the approved age range is 

4 years of age and older for the adjunctive treatment of partial-onset seizures (with or without secondarily 

generalized seizures) and 7 years of age and older for the treatment as an adjunctive therapy for primary 

generalized tonic-clonic seizure. A tablet, fine granule formulation and injection formulation have been approved 

in Japan. An oral suspension formulation and tablet have been approved in Europe and China. In January 2023, 

the commercial rights in the United States were transferred to Catalyst Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

 

2. About Epilepsy 

Epilepsy is broadly categorized by seizure type, with partial-onset seizures accounting for approximately 60% 

of epilepsy cases and generalized seizures accounting for approximately 40%. In a partial-onset seizure, an 

abnormal electrical disturbance occurs in a limited area of the brain, and may subsequently spread throughout 

the brain, becoming a generalized seizure (known as a secondarily generalized seizure). In a generalized 

seizure, abnormal electrical disturbances occur throughout the brain, and can be followed by a loss of 

consciousness or physical symptoms manifested throughout the whole body. 

Epilepsy affects approximately 1 million people in Japan, 3.4 million people in the United States, 6 million people 

in Europe, 9 million people in China, and approximately 60 million people worldwide. As 30-40% of patients 

with epilepsy are unable to control their seizures with currently available AEDs,* this is a disease with significant 

unmet medical needs. Although onset occurs at any age, onset is most common in people aged 18 and younger 

https://catalog.ninds.nih.gov/sites/default/files/publications/epilepsies-seizures-hope-through-research.pdf

