


[Notes to editors] 

1. About Fycompa (perampanel)  

Fycompa is a first-in-class AED discovered and developed by Eisai. With epileptic seizures being primarily mediated 

by the neurotransmitter glutamate, the agent is a highly selective, noncompetitive AMPA receptor antagonist that 

reduces neuronal hyperexcitation associated with seizures by targeting glutamate activity at postsynaptic AMPA 

receptors.   

The agent is currently approved in more than 45 countries and territories as an adjunctive treatment (once-daily oral 



3. About Generalized Tonic-Clonic Seizures  

Epilepsy affects approximately 2.9 million people in the United States, 2.4 million people in Europe (G5: United 

Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy and Spain), 1 million people in Japan, and more than 50 million people worldwide. 

Generalized tonic-clonic seizures can cause significant injury to patients from falling down suddenly and is the most 

important risk factor associated with sudden unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP) 1, making them one of the most 

severe forms of epileptic seizures.  

For the majority of patients, a generalized tonic-clonic seizure begins with a loss of consciousness without any prior 

warning symptoms and a sudden contraction of the tonic muscles, causing the patient to fall down (tonic phase). This 

is followed by violent convulsions (clonic phase) until the muscles finally relax, and the patient is left with a 

disturbance of consciousness. As this is a serious event, it is seen as a major hindrance on daily life. While the 

seizure generally only lasts a few minutes, the patient will often feel confused, groggy or drowsy for a short period of 

time before returning to normal.  
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